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GARLOCK: ¢ 1947. Calif Electric Power Co.
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SALTDALE:

Kc-\school Districts: Formation/Change of Boundaries: Coand ﬁf
Garlock.”File 19-14. clk of bd. —pr=-ght= Lenp- oy Loo2
o~ yiom s o0 Eorm contyy svpeowisers
Pettfor annex ‘of Saltdale $/P to Garlock S/D. Signed
by 13 parents of 21 ch_aged 5-17 and 4 ch under 5. Parents
included several Lat123§>\\omldn“*
Note: Chenoweth backed annex. merged Aug 1, 1921.

v

Pet to annex part of Red Rock S/D to Garlock. Since
several Red Rock pupils would have to travel 12 mi to
R/R school, compared to 5-6 mi to Garlock, some parents
favored annex. Signed by 10 parents of 7 ch. Leo B Hart,
Jan 27, 1940, urged bd to grant pet.

- - e 67

KC:YSchool Districts: Garlock. File 19-4. clk of bd.

1. At election July 18, 1950, voters had approved
increase in max tax rate from 80¢ to 1.50.

2. Pet to annex part of Garlock S/D to Red Rock n
dist Nov 14, 1950. Since attendance at Garlock had falle
to fewer than 5 pupils, dist would have to be lapsed or
susp at end of 1950-51 sch yr. Pupils could be educated
more conven., at Red Rock than at Randsburg.

3. Jesse D Stockton put up notice to ch bounds of
Garlock S.D. Hearing set for Jan 15. Map showed Garlock
sch at Salt. Dist_gpuld be divided bet RR and Rand.

o,fTrl

4. Notices posted at Ricardo Cafe, Red Rock Sch,
Desert Wagon Wheel (phone booth), Garlock sch, Saltdale
SErvice Station, and main office of Long Beach Salt Co.

5. Letter fi'Jesse D Stockton, Dec 18, 1950: Stockton
rec,. that part o6f Garlock dist be trans. to R.R. Reasons:
Garlock sch had closed in Sept 1950 for lack of attendance;
R.R. was closer to most residents (living near Salt.);
after July 1, 1951, rest of dist to be annexed to Rand.

C/({rw(a;r'nms'. S‘/al, = school 4)'mrd

O, = aamn n2XAT
ch= chillnen

SOA.: scAoof/

ﬂdi: pdﬁW;%

fr= f Ieom

CA: G& L &
7rama.:;t:15y4ﬁ7&4
Salt,: SaMdate



saltdale—fZ (4,4

"Another Method Used At Saltdale," Randsburg Times, July 25,
1924, 1:5.

Times editor visited Saltdale, 12-15 mi s. of Rand.

d?beration differs from.other salt-mines., Brine is
first pumped into large vats and allowed to evaporate
until salt at least 6" thick. Then salt is loaded on
small cars and hauled over special railroad, at least
17 mi long., to mill, At mill, salt is ground into
various.finenesses required by trade, sacked, and
shipped.

Although some rock salt exists, most is "pure white"
and needs only grinding to be réady for market. So pure
and strong that co. advertises not to use too much; it
will make food too salty.

Plant operated by Consolidated Salt Company of
L.A, Six men working in mill, besides others working
on train and at pumping plant. Plant running with small
crews because of shortage of water and power; even then,
crews still have to work at night, when supply most limited.

Times editor inspected mill: "everything as neat as
a lady”s kitchen about the mill." ' ”

About 6 to 10 tons/day ground and sacked with EEEE)

crew.



saltdale: 1925

"Little Live Local Lights," Randsburg Times, Sept 4, 1925,3:1
According to H.C. Topp, '"the rustling superintendent

of the salt works at Saltdale," this has been best

season for salt. Now making last clean-up of salt

beds, a 60-day interim before next harvest.



saltdale/1927

o)

Rand%hTimes, Dec 8, 1927, p 1.

Jack Byfield, county director of child accountancy,

health, and physical education, visited the desert schools;
owq Aoy atfondome
noted "the wonderful rise" in A.D.A. of some schools.

For past 3 years, Garlock, ét Saltdale salt works,
was one of poorest in county. In 1927, under Mrs.
Rogers, teacher, and H.C. Topp, clerk of dist, "the
school is making one of the best records of the county
in the matter of a low absence record."

The small building, formerly little more than a shack,
has been painted and "despite its humble construction is
very attractive and well lighted. . . ." According to
Byfield, "a fine piece of Ameficanization work is being
done with the children of foreign born parents in this
district through the use of play activities demanding the
use of the English language and the finer points of good |

sportsmanship and cooperation.™



saltdale/1927

Rand. Times, Dec 29, 1927, p 3.
The Fremont Salt Co has sold 111 claims on its prop.
at Kane Spfings to Long Beach Salt Co. Dr George Buchner

is pres. of Fremont Salt.

A
Rand. Times, Dec <%, 1927, p. 3.

The women of Cantil were invited to a doll-dressing
party at Mrs. Ruby Rogers of Saltdale school and Mrs. Bryan_
of Cantil. Will have joint Christmas tree at Cantil;

"everybody is looking forward to the event."



saltdale/1928

Rand. Times 1-26-28, p 2:
A porch has been added to Red Rock School; it adds

"much to the comfort and appearance of the school."” .-
The Garlock school has been repaired, a cloak room

has been added, and the interior has been painted.

Trustees are Mrs Jennie Koehn, A.B. McKinney, and

H.C., Topp.

Rand. Times, 3-9-28, p 2: -
The Saltdale store was robbed on Sunday night. C:gadw05iz
Thieves took all E3EEZ_gET_Egiiiiii!ffilﬂffﬁLEBEfg:///
", . . It was gquite a loss to the company. . . ." Topp,
the genial gen mgr, "feels sure it was strangers and we
feel sure no one around here would commit a felony."
A Bakersfield couple has leasggsome claims; have put

their 2 sons in Saltdale school.

Rand, Times4-13-28, p.2.
H.C. Topp, gen supt at Saltdale, has built "a nice
house on his homestead across from the plant. . . ." Plans

to move in right away.

Rand, Times, 5-4-28, p 1:
The schoolchildren of Garlock and Red Rock went to

Mrs. McIvers at Dove Springs Sat. Had picnic lunch "and

a very good time in general."
Rand, Times, 5-11-28: _

The employees at Saltdale gave a dance Sat. night.



Rand. Times, 5-11-28:
The employees at Saltdale gave a dance Sat. night.
Residents from all over valley attended; everyone "had

a very good time."

July 13, 1928:
™y / :
George Abel, owner of i?pOSlt at Gypsite, spent

several days in So Cal. Sajyd farmers were well pleased

with results obtaiﬂeg by placing gyp on fruit trees, etc,
and fruit is larger ayd more productive, Abel received
orders for 1,500 tgns of gypsum while gone; said entire

output of mill 4s contracted ofr the year.

Rand. Times, Aug 12, 1928, p 1:

_____ Ward, of ?ﬁng Beach Salt Co, looked over operation
ét Saltdale. Has been shortage of rain and “consequently
the salt is about played out."”

Rand. Times, Aug 31< 1928, p 1:
Jack Kelley, of\Gyp te, became 111 with ptomaine

poiégggiand was taken f£o Rand. hospital; has been very

ill since then. //8-31-28, p 1: Mrs. A Soto gave some friends
at Saltdale "a splendid enchilada dinner" in honor of her
husband's birthday, Aug. 28, -- '
Rand. Times, Sept 7, 1928, p 1:

Carlos Felix, Rand, spent Labor Day learning how salt
is made at Salt. "and feels well versed in such matters.

The boYs even went swimming in the 20 per cent brine-solution

ditch, and claimed that they liked it. Felipe Hernandez

: ] , "
made an eager second for the impromptu swimmiig party.



saltdale/1928

Sept 14, 1928:
Mrs Rogers is teaching again at Saltdale. ". . . It
is quite a pleasure to have such dependable teachers in

our schools,"

Sept 14, 1928:
Mr and Mrs E.H. Ward left with son Wilbert for Long
Beach, Wilbert had been working at Consolidated Salt co.
since June and was hoping to return.
Rand. Times, 9-28-28, p 4:
Since St. Mary's parish, with churches at Mojave
os?

et G115
Ford sedan. Workers in Rand, Saltdale, Gypsite, Cudahx,

and Rand., was so large, parishioners bought priest a

etc. attend services.
Rand. Times, 10-19-28, p 2:

On Friday, children of Red Rock school went to Saltdale
and played game of "dare base." Although very cold, many
people watched game; won by Cantil.

Rand. Times, 12-28-28:

Children at Garlock school put on "a wonderful program"
for Christmas; théy "deserve a great deal of credit." Mrs
Rogers, the teacher, was "surely well repaid for her work

and time she spent in preparing the children. . . ."



saltdale/1929

"Cantil News," Mojave-Randsburg Record Times, Sept 25, 1929,
p. 4.

A flood swept through Cantil Friday; did considerable
damage to property. Water in Red Rock Canyon was 7 ft deep.
In Last Chance Canyon, [j#.f};l Ling, supt of fhe Cudaé;
company, who had come to pick up his daughter, Marie, from
and several other children from school at Saltdale.

They got out a car and ran ig_up'a hill, Cars from
Saltdale brought them down to the salt plant, where they
had to spend the night. The road is badly washed out.

All workers for Southern Pacific R.R. were out watching

the rails.

"Cantil Items," Mojave-Rand., Rec-Times, Dec 25, 1929, p 2.
Friday evening, the Saltdale school put on a program:
"a little play which was very well rendered and brought forth
much applause from the crowd. Cake and sandwiches, and some
delicious enchiladas made by our Spanish American ladies,
were served."
Miss Edith Ray is the teacher.
Meanwhile, the Tehachapi Hay and Grain truck picked
up a load of salt from Saltdale last week; had brought

a load of lumber for a mining operation.



saltdale, gypsite/1930

Mrs. J.S. Bishop, "Cantil, Saltdale, Red Rock,"
Mojave-Randsburg Record-Times, Oct 1 1930, p 4.

George Able has returned to Gypsite after a business
trip through S, Cal. His crew is again hauling out gypsite,.

Mrs. J.S. Bishoé, "Cantil, Saltdale, Red Rock,"
Moj-Rand Rec-Times, Oct 8, 1930, p 4.

The Ladies' Aid Society will meet at the home of Mrs.

Scott Swanger at Saltdale on Sat. Everyone welcome.

Mrs. J.S. Bishop, "Cantil, Saltdéle, Red Rock," M-Rand
Rec-Times, Oct 15, 1930, p 4.

Mrs. Scott Swanger entertained Ladies' Aid Society
at her home in Saltdale. Several women had come from Rand.
", . . A good time was had by all and refreshments were
served at the close of the meeting.”

The Ladies' Aid Society will meet at the home of the
Saltdale teacher, Mrs. Larsen.

Mrs. Larson has started a Spanish class at Saltdale.

", . . Quite a number are interested in it."

Mrs. J.S. Bishop, "Cantil, Saltdale, Red Ro
Rec-Times, Oct 930, p. 4.

," Moj-Rand

The Ladies Aid Soc will meet at the

ty of Cantil churc
home of Mrs. Larson in Saltdale.! Work is Progressing on
rapidly on hand-made articles td

- Delightf
be held in early December. Refr

1d at a bazaar to
3 included delightful
Boston cream cake and coffe

Mountain.



saltdale & gypsite/1930

Mrs. J.S. Bishop, "Cantil, Saltdale, Red Rock,"
Moj-Rand Rec-Times, Oct 22, 1930, p. 4.

The Ladies' Aid.Soc. will meet Oct 25 at house of Mrs
Larson, Saltdale. Two women will be hostesses.

Mrs. J.S. Bishop, "Cantil, Saltdale, Red Rock,"
Mojave-Rand Rec-Times, Oct 29, 1930, p 4.

The Ladies' Aid Society of Cantil church will meet
at the home of Mrs. Larson in Saltdale. Work is progressing

rapidly to create hand-made articles to be sold at a bazaar

in early December. Delightful refreshmehts included
Bdston cream cake and coffee. |

Mrs. Larson "deserves a great deal of crédit" for her
work during and after school . Every Wed. evening, she
conducts a Spanish class for English-speaking people
and on Thursday evening teaches an English ciass for
Spanish-speaking people. The classes "are well attended and

should be very beneficial to everyone attending.”

Miss M.E. Dean, "Cantil, Saltdale, Red Rock," Mojave-
Rand. Record-Times, Nov 26, 1930, p 4.

The Spanish class conducted by Caroline M. Larson at
Saltdale "is getting along fine and everyone is enjoying

the work. . . ." The class meets every Wed. at Saltdale.

. Mrs. Larson also conducts an Americanization class on

Thursday evening "for those wishing to speak better English. -

Visitors are welcome."



. Saltdale: 1931

"Ships Holly Cleanser," Mojave-Rand. Rec.-Times, Nov 18, 1931

4:4.

{part of larger article:)
The Southern Pacific R.R., loading station at
Saltdale is of "late pattern," handling shipments of

pumice (Holly Chemical Co., Last Chance Canyon),

gypsite, and salt.
#

Mrs. J.S. Bishop, "Cantil, Saltdale, Red Rock," Mojave-
Randsburg Record-Times, Nov 25, 1931, 4:3.

All post offices in area furnished with lithos
of George Washington and Mt. Vernon home, reproduced
from original paintings;-Done in honor of 200th anniv
of wWash. birth,

#

Mrs. J.S. Bishop, "Cantil, Saltdale, Red Rock,"
Dec 2, 1931, 4:3-#,

A baby P$Y-~ was born to Mr. and Mrs. Soto at Saltdale.

The baby daughter of Mr and Mrs Joe Sapolis died;
bugfd at Randsburg.

4:4 (no title): at least 10 mi of grading carried
out on prog county's oiled road between Red Rock Canyon
—aggé Randsburg via Saltdale. Completion will be great
benefit to mining interests.

f

Mrs J.S. Bishop, "CAntil, Saltdale, Red Rock,"
Moj-Rand Rec-Times, Dec 9, 1931, 3:6.

Two boys, grandchildren of Mrs and Mrs Earl Brown,

hevire

4m§ﬁe entered Saltdale schqol.
#



saltdale (garlock)-cantil

"Movement to Consolidate Schools," Mojave-Randsburg
Record-Times, Sept 23, 1931, 2:3. -

Movement under way to merge Garlock and Red Rock
school districts._It was said that money would become
available to build a good building with an auditorium;
communities seemed to favor the idea.

Paper,ﬁéiied const. of modern school "would probably
be the best improvement that could be suggested.

"With real school facilities, community life centers

at the school house."



saltdale: 1931

(‘\ ’ M 5“”‘1 :
Ad for Pearl 0il kerosene, Moj-Rand Record-Times,
Dec 23, 1931, 3#6.22 1tz b

Mrs. E.M. Conner, Garlock, selling brand.

Also listed: C.W. Platte, Atolia.

C PLlatt]



GYPSITE:

Several minerals of the desert were too humble to
attract much attention. Gypsum was one of those minerals.

Large gypsum-mining companies tended to seek out
massive, high-grade deposits. But smaller operators were
content to mine gypsite, a mixture of gypsum and clay. The
purest grades could be turned into plaster, whereas lower
grades were valued by farmers as fertilizer.

Charlie Koehn, a pioneer rancher, found an unusually
large and pure deposit in late 1909 on the dry bed of Koehn
Lake, near the new Southern Pacific branch from Mojave to
Owens Valley. Even though gypsite was selling for only $10
a ton, the California Crown Plaster & Gypsite Company of
Los Angeles began leasing Kéehn's claim and put wup
buildings and a <calcining (roasting) plant near Kane
Springs in early 1911. Twenty men worked at the mill. A
post office operated from June, 1911, tq@ March, 1912.

The demand proved overwhelming./Runnipg. the mill gay
and night in the summer off 1912, 12 mengproduced 30 tons of
plaster a day. W e

Crown Plaster was/reorganized as the California Gypsum
Hollow Tile CompanyA the next summer and enlarged and
modernized the operation. The new concern built a three-
mile narrow-gauge railroad onto the lake bed, where tests
had revealed a l4-foot deposit of very pure gypsite. At the
mill, the gypsite was dried out in three huge oil-fired

kettles, mixed with fiber and retarder to give it firmness,G';(/J

and pulverized to make plaster of "very good quality." The
company was also putting up a depot, a hotel, houses, and a
post office (which never reopened): simce—+t—expected to

—double its crew-seon

For reasons that are not clear, the operation failed.
Koehn, who held a mortgage on the mill, took it over in
early 1915 and threatened to ship out gypsite himself if
the plant ere_“not redeemed. But the company never

e returned. ,Several fairly successful revivals, however, took

place until the mid-1950s.#
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gypsite/1926

"Koehn'Clay Mill Renovated," Rand. Times, Sept 10, 1926, p 1.
from Bak Echo.

Spending $20,000, Consclidated Clay Co of SF has nearly
finished install. of huge dryer on Charles Koehn prop, SW
of Rand. The co. will also install a mill, costing $40,000,
to grind the clay, "found in great deposits." Clay being
shipped to L.A.; 804ééaay ground. Product used to refine
0il] Koehnrf;aid he had closed deal by which California
Prod;cts Co of L.A. will install 2nd mill.

The two mills will have cap of 200 €?day; some of

material for
milling to be done on gypsite, for conversion into plaster.
23 men employed; force to be increased to 50 when both

mills completed.

The Cal Products Co to begin work next month.



gypsite/1928

Rand. Times, 7-13-28:

George Abel, owner of deposit at Gypsite, spent
several_a;ys in So. Cal. Said farmers were well pleased
with results obtained by placing gyp on fruit trees, etc.,
and fruit is larger and more productive. Abel received
order for 1,500 tons of gypsum while gone; said entire
output of mill is contracted for the year.

Rand. Times, Aug 31, 1928, p 1:
Kelley
Jack N - of Gypsite, became ill with ptomaine
poisoning and was taken to Rand. hospital; has been very

ill since then.



gypsite/1928

Rand. Times, 9-28-28, p 4:

Chﬁg A Koehn was found guilty Tues night on counts of
attempted murder and malicious use of explosives. Jury had
deliberated only few hours; recommended_leniency.

The self styled desert rat "amazed courtroom
attaches by his adeptness as an attorney in defending

himself."



