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lnlereltingStory ofa Desiccated Bed Containing Large :
Deposits of Salt, Soda, Gypsum, Etc.

DANBY DRY LARE ! [
J !
g

| WRITTEN FOR TEE MINING REVIEW EY DR. STEPHEN KOWERS, OF LOS ANGELES,
i

HIS REMARKABLE dry lake,
is situated about thirty miles

south of Danby,

the Santa Fe railway,
miles west of Needles, in San Bernar-
dino county, California. The =salt it
furnished was the chief dependence in
chlorinizing =silver at the famous
Waterman and Wat®oo mines near
Daggett: also at the Providence mil
near Fenner. The latter produeed
more than two and a half million
lars in silver, and the two former
duced many millions, The native
hauled out on wagons and
pached on burros. but in 18580 Colonel

| Os constructed a road from Dan-
.1 by the

a station on
some forty

dol-
pro-
sl
was first

horn

10 lake, and put on traection

fengines and WHEOHS, cich
ésidu of the road with lava ejecra and
Eorizer rocks obtained from the desert,
10 keop the heavy wheels from sinking
into A thriving

before the depreciation

He paved

thee sand business

twis done here

But

yYeuars ago,

a ton. the ceased

i
i
|
I

production

.and falling into decay at Danby,
another miles out
gelt,

This interesting lake bed about
three by twelve miles in extent, It
has been reported upon by several ex-

a few
.

is

I’h. . M Hdiim wis form-
of Chemistry the
Nebraska
period Geologist
resident

E. H.uh v
| erly
University

g-rnfessnr in
and ay
of Wyoming.
of Los
exaniined these deposits for the Saline
i

Vitlley Chemical Works last
fully. agree with him and
in their high estimate of the
and  the remarkable purity
deposits, They eansist

carhonite

uf H|

is

He

now a Angeles. 1

month

anadl cthers,

fent

#

thesoe of

and of sada

soda brines, clay, gypsum,
s : .

ce-

of silver, some of the salt bringing $200 |

ment material, and minerals not yet
g \
developed, It is a desiccated lake bhed

in which the salis derived from the

surrounding mountains and p]nins“
huve concentrated for untold ages, and
have formed large and valuable des
posits, !
ROCK SALT, |

This mineral underlies from six to
cight hundred acres, possibly much
more, territory. It has been penetra-

tedd 10 a depth of about sixty-five feet

and one great traction en-)
gine and wagon may be seen rusting |
antd

1}
from Dag i

]:'.iv.°l"

great ex-7
of:
=alt,

salt |

. wlien

| pereentage

roidal forms and acicular points

{1y

passing H’J[‘ﬂ{ilEh
reached at
to - thirty-five feet,
rock salt hecomes as clear!
purest and can be taken

without
Water
from

the deposit, |

is
sevenfeen
the
ice

as the

font in blocks of any desired size. The

is practieally inexhanstible,
The brines are almost chemically pun
and while they have the appe -.nmco
of limpid water, they contain a hea\j::
of salt which erystallizes|
evaporated. They gave Pro-!

depazit

when

: i
fessor Dailey 99 per cent. of sodium!
chloride and traces of lime and alum-|
ina The spvfaca ealt i~ yveary nhnn,f

dant, )
© At one plaee on the old lake bed the
salt i1s still forming in beantiful botry-
, near-

as white as driven snow, Halite or

rock =alt is forming in the same place

perts, among them bheing Pruf- sssor (3, iumi side by side “Hh the other .( —

mentioned. .

NATIVE

There éare large

i soda in the forms of sodium carbonate
"and sodiam sulphate. The former ap-
pears as an opaque white salt. Comr-
. they cover several hundred
acres from two to five feet deep. An-
alysis has shown them to contain a
large percentage of the respective sod-
when with clay,

SODA.

deposits of native

bined,

even mixed

ele.

inms
siamd.,

depth varying |
"1 Hmestone,
L]

I dolomitic

GYPSUM, ) }
There is a large deposit of gypsum
covering several hundred acres of this!
desiceated lake bed. It is a se!enitel
Eypsum, remarkable for its purity. 1t
appears in skeleton form, like thino- |
lite, in hiHoeks -and on the mrt"."'
and is vast in its extent. _ |

LIMESTONE.

Near this lake 18 a mountain of lime
stone rising above the surrounding:
plain, a consplcuous object for miles
It

consists of, ecrystallizet
or marble. Some of it 1
and beautifully crystallize
in snowy white crystals, and a.sv
bluish. There is also a large deposi
of variegaled marble suitable for in
side finish and all kinds of ornaments.
work. '

The company owning these deposits,
is preparing 1o put them on the mar
kel, for which there is a demand. Thf_
Arizona and California, railway coio
pany has made a survey for its rosr<
!along the margin of this old - laks
{ which will make transportation easy.

distant,

ROCK SALT HOUSE.

‘One of the accompanying ensrav-
ings shows a house erected on Danif
! Lake bed wholly constructed of roci
_=alt, excepting the roof. Bloeks of this
. mineral were guarried and placed iT,
the walls, after which natural
'was poured over them which thor
oughly cemented them together, lee™
ing the joints as bard as the blocks
themselves, The buliding is about 1%
by 25 feet in size. The engraving dofs
not show the full height because of
the sands that have drifted arouad it
since ils construetion fifteen yoads
Jago. It is as solid as when ererted,
due doubtless, to the dryness of tie
climate,
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SALT FORMING ON DANEY DEY LAKE



