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Hensher: Garlock History

business, for example, the mills had to shut down in anticipation of the
Independence Day festivities in 1897. As before, the “boys” went on a
binge, first at Randsburg on July 3 and then at Garlock on July 5, and
then took another day to recover. The Garlock Mill had to wait until
the morning of July 7 to resume operations. “. . . Now everything is
again serene, and the music of the stamps is heard from ‘early momn
till dewy eve.””

A more respectable pastime — and the most popular — was
baseball. In its first game, the Garlock team beat Randsburg, 11 to 5.
But in “the event of the season” in September, the Tehachapi team
came from behind and beat Garlock, 4 to 1.

By October, Garlock supported six mills, running day and night
almost entirely on large shipments of ore from the Rand district. But
appearances could be deceiving. Each of the largest two mills ran only
10 stamps; one mill was equipped with a roller, a cheap but inefficient
crushing device. Only one mill was powered by a gasoline engine; the
others were equipped with steam engines, which voraciously burned
huge stacks of hot-burning creosote (“greasewood”). Two cyanide
plants, meanwhile, were processing the tailings.

Garlock continued to lose its monopoly of mills and wells
throughout the fall and winter. Small mills were already operating at
Mesquite Springs, Koehn Springs, Cuddeback Lake, and
Johannesburg, where a 10-stamp mill started up in early December.
Eastern investors, in the meantime, were pushing the construction of a
29-mile rail line — the Randsburg Railway — from Kramer, a station on
the Santa Fe Railroad, to Johannesburg. They planned to ship ore
from the Rand to a 50-stamp mill under construction at Barstow. The
prospects for business looked good: in March, 1898, one mine,
employing 120 men, was shipping from 30 to 50 tons of high-grade ore
a day to Garlock’s mills.

The final years

For Garlock, the beginning of the end came in June, 1898, when
the mill at Barstow started up. The Yellow Aster soon began shipping
its ore to Barstow and closed all but one of the mills at Garlock. Since
the Yellow Aster already had a pipeline running from its wells at
Goler, it built a 30-stamp at Randsburg; the mill started up in
February, 1899. Only 50 people were living in Garlock — and 34 in its
environs — by the spring of 1900. When the Yellow Aster built a
second, 100-stamp mill — the largest in the state — in 1901, the last
families left Garlock. School enrollment fell from 19 that spring to
three or four in May, 1903, when the school district was dissolved.

The Wright family left that year. As son Sherman recalled, the
Wrights “abandoned the house and gave Juan [Basarto] our horse and
buggy, together with an old four wheeler wagon in exchange for
driving us to Mojave. There we took the train for Oakland. I never
knew how my father got together enough money for the train fare. He
was at heart a promoter, quite resourceful, and always managed
somehow.” The post office closed in March, 1904. Only Juan Basarto
remained. And soon, even he was gone.

The revival

Garlock began to reawaken several years later. The construction of
a railroad line from Mojave to the Owens Valley from 1907 through
1910 brought a section crew and station to the townsite. A
slaughterhouse still operated there. Then, in 1914, Sarah (Granny)
Slocum bought up much of the townsite and opened a boardinghouse,
which her customers dubbed the “Hotel de puke.” She scrapped the
mills during World War L

After the war, ].D. Voss and other operators reopened several
nearby gold and silver claims. A small settlement grew up at the
townsite. In response to a petition signed by 13 parents, the county
supervisors re-established the Garlock School District in January, 1920;
Garlock annexed the shortlived Saltdale School District several
months later. About then, John D. Norton opened a general store,

where the post office was re-established in October, 1923.

A flurry of small-scale mining continued for several years. After
shipping out some ore to a smelter in early 1925, in fact, Voss was
feeling “very much encouraged.”

The revival soon faded away. Norton moved to Cantil and opened
a store. Garlock lost its post office in June, 1926. The school was
moved to nearby Saltdale a few years later.

The onslaught of the Depression, ironically, led to an increased
interest in gold mining. A cyanide plant was built at Garlock in 1931.
Major placer-mining operations, employing hundreds of men, also
were resumed in the Goler district. But Garlock never revived as a
town.

SOURCES

The best source on Garlock is Paul Hubbard’s history and compilation of
reminiscences: Garlock Memories, Ridgecrest: Hubbard Printing, 1960. Two
histories of the Rand Mining District contain important information on Garlock:
Marcia R. Wynn, Desert Bonanza, Culver City: M.W. Samelson, 1949, and
Roberta Starry, Gold Gamble, China Lake: Maturango Museum., 1974.

Thorough day-to-day coverage can be found in the Bakersfield Daily
Californian and the Mining & Scientific Press (San Francisco) for 1896 and 1897;
occasional articles can be found in the San Bernardino Times-Index.

The actions of the county government can be traced in the Bakersfield
Daily Californian, especially January, 1897; the minutes of the Kern County
board of supervisors (microfilm), 1896 and 1897, in the office of the clerk of the
board, Bakersfield; “Annual Report of the Condition of Public [Common]
Schools in the County of Kern,” 189899, 1899-1900, 1900-01, and 190102, in
the California State Archives, Sacramento; and “School Districts: Formation
Change of Boundaries: Garlock,” file 19-14, also in the office of the clerk of the
board.
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