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The Rand Silver Zone

By JOHN C. WRAY,* Randsburg, California.

INCE 1895, the year in which the Yellow Astor gold mine was discovered, Randsburg,

or more properly speaking, the Rand Mining District, Mojave Desert section, of Kern

and San Bernardino Counties, has held the spotlight in the production first of gold,
second of tungsten, and at the present writing, of silver. With the limited space at command in
this publication, to do more than give a brief outline of the Rand Silver Zone will be impossible.
But the facts herein recited, are drawn from the official records and the personal observations of
the writer who was associated in a small way, with John W. Kelly and W. Hampton Williams,
from the day they came into camp with their modest prospecting outfit in the fall of 1918. Messrs.
Kelly and Williams, both prospectors of wide experience, had associated with them at that time,
Miss Edith Coons, county assessor of Kern County, who had furnished the grubstake with
John W. Kelly on which they had been working.
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PREE LY MINE SHOWING PHE ORIGIENAL SHAFT NOO T AND DUMIEP, RANDSBURG,
CALIFORNIN,

Rand Silver Zone. as | oremember it in March 1919, Williams and
[ueh has heen written concerning the Rand  Kellv  discovered  a ledge  of  low  grade
rozomne ds it is now known. A major por- silver ore on the Molia road about a mile and

s the ooblished nater has been purel s
inaginary, with just enough foundation n fact
to pass muster as goud newspaper copy which

a bl <outh and cast of Randsburg, Wilhams,
who had mined silver, and was familiar with
the ore, expressed himself as reasonably cer-

- f o value 1o e technical mining world. tain that at depth a silver mine could be de-
Discovery of Silver in the Rand District. veloped on this outcropping prospect. It was
In the fall and winter of 1918, and the early  then up to John W. Kelly and Miss Fdith
spring of 19190 Kelly and Williams, at thit - Coons to furnish the money for such develop-
thne, Ii\"ilqu' m a shack in the vear of the old  jent work, as the two l"”'i““"\- Williams and
Vagmmnis Hotel, put in their whole time i Kelly, were unable to do so personally. At this
niensive prospeeting within a radis of abont pomnt, John |. Nosser, a hard rock miner, who
neomiles of Randsburg. During this period, ol never had any experience m silver mung,
“20 biographical sketel at close of this artiels and in fact, Jdid not know the ore when he saw
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THE RAND SILVER ZoNg SHOWING FROM LT 10O RIGHT, HEADEWANME AND 1 A
THE NEW CALIFORNTIN RAND ¢ OMEPANY S 100 TON 110 NTLON N AND ON T

FNTE
Fhere are five shafts now being sunk s (he districr ated sk is being perfarmed o0 0 miner Like manner
tran to the <hatts shawn in the illastrad om above, the Kolly shaft Noo 1 ds at the Lefr ol e Givady  and th

and |

i, was taken into the combination and given
a quarter interest with Kelly, Williams
Coons, the consideration being his time and
labor. This shaft was put down about 100
feet under the hardest kind of mining condi-
tions. Nosser performed most of the sinking,
and Williaims practically all of the hoisting to
the H40-foot level, at which depth. the writer,
at the time in charge of the Rand Atolia Tung-
sten: Company, seeured permission from Wil
liam Ruthevin Flint to loan Mr. Kelly such
tools and material as he might require includ-
ing the 7 hop. gasoline hoist which was subse-
quently sold for all it was worth, to-wit. $31.
When 100 feet in depth had been reached on
this, the first silver discovery prospect in the
Rand Mining District, Kellv admitted that
while the prospect looked good. there was not
enough shipping ore in evidence to warrant
further development, and as Miss Coons was
pressed for money and he ( Kelly) had reached
the limit of his resources, the original K. C. N.
claim could rest, particularly as Nosser. the
hard rock miner. had grown weary of work
and threatened to quit the combination several
times.

It was during the development of this pros-
pect, that Randshurg experienced its first mild

silver hoom, hut it was not until aiter 1 Lump ™
Williams had  discovered  surface croppings
which assayed good values in horn and by
silver that old timers, on the desert. believed
silver strikes to be more than o fuke.  Tinne-
diately following the shutting down of work
on the Ko CONGshaft and while Nelly was de-
vising ways and means to replenish the ex-
chequer, he advised Williams and Nosser 10
give the west side of Red Moantam the “ones
over™ i the hope of discovering hematite, or
mineral paint. It was while returning from
an excursion on the mountain side, that Wil-
liams uncovered the cropping which has since
heen developed-into the world wonder known
as the Kelly Mine.

Kelly Mine—California Rand Silver Mining Co.

The field assays made by Williams, and sub-
sequently verified by professional assayers,
made possible the finding of sufficient capital
to finance the initial stages of the development
work. From this point, it was comparatively
easy sailing, as with the ore in sight, and the
influence of Kelly and Miss Coons. the finan-
cial strain was lifted. and the organization of
the properties as the California Rand Silver
Mining Company was readily effected.

Under the personal management of John W,
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VDN L EASE TTH R SN STEAET OF PHE ¢ ALTPORNTIA RAND o KELLY )y ST B MINE;
CAPE THEE COYOTE SEEAET AND MINE BUITLDINGS WIHTCH AV E RECENTLY 1HAD
NS,

P siefaer cots ol o shacfts that abeanded s the das s of the tuneston oo ot camp, Do wddi

i Phe aazhit of the oo ot

Faopmipuent ot the five <t

INelly, the fire two carloads of ore were pro
duced Trom o glory hiole inside of the fivst 23
teet, the work being done by Jack Nosser, with
Pete Peterson, waorking by the dayv, Kelly as
sisting on top of theground, and “Hamp™
Wilhams maling the assivs. The Arst two
carloads were <hipped 1o the Scelby Smelting
Company, where the ore was treated as more
or less of ajoke and was allowed 1o lic on a
siding and ne artention paid to it

Mo this tines Miss Falith Coons, who was
acting as <ecrctary, was unable to secure any
mformation, «r satisfactory explanation, why
no returns had been received from the smelt-

ing company. 15T Grady was then dele-
gated 1o goto the Selby Company and demand
an explanation for the delay.  As 1 received

the story “fromn Engineer Thomas, Mr. Grady
was informed that “somebody down on the
desert had shipped up some quarry rock proh-
ably imagining that he had found a0 mine,”
Mr. Grady esplained the situation, and simn-
ples were immediately taken and assavs made,
The smelting of the RO ons resulted ima net
profit af approxtmately 84300, and the Kelh
Mine hecante an established fact,

In verifving and surveyving the original 11
clanns Tocated, staked and  monmimmentad - Dy

distrvet dnelwdes nipe Tpgersoll aaned "k RO

INellve Willizuns and Nosser, the discovery wis
made that aclaim known as the Juanita owned
by the hetrs of Dan MeCaormick, overlappe:]
one of the graup of located elaims known as
the Uranian group, 1towas on this Juanita
clamm that the first ore produced by the Kelly
mining company., was discovered, and fearing
comphcations, John AW, Kelly  went to Los
Angeles and madde a proposition which was
accepted by AL MceCormick, son and heir of
old Dan MeCormick., who had hequeathed the
property to him. Kelly mare a tender of
S1500 cash and $3500 to he paid in six months
for the purchase of the Juanita.  Before the
secomd and final payvment was due, the minc
having become a producer, Kelly accompanied
by C. V. Anderson, attorney for the company,
made a tender of §3500 for the final payment,
which amount was refused by Mr. McCormick
because of a technical error in drawing the
papers for the deed of sale, Mrs. McCormick
msisting on her legal right to participate in
the disposition of the property.  After much
discussion, settlement was finally made, and
the tle was passed for a consideration oHf
SI3.000, an advance of $10,000 cash above the
criginal option price. With this possible legal
entamglement disposed of, the development of
the property to its present proportions has
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been a simple matter because of the phenoni-
enal richness and high erade values in the ore
bodies, not lode as the term is generally
used, but in a series of lenses more or less
separated and widely distributed throughout
this silver zone where intensive development is
in evidence and where depth has been made,
Extraordinary Richness of Ore Shipments.
That the laymen may form a correct idea of
the value of the Kelly group of cladms. 1 give
the smelter figures on ores produced  and
shipped from two claims, the  Juanita and
Uranitmg Noo 4, and from a lease known s
the Sill & Grady lease 120 feet square hy 430
feet deep. Froon the Kelly Mine, during the
past 25 enths, there have heen shipped an
proximately. 8OO farty-ton car- of ore to the
strelrer with o wotal svalue of S2770,000, gl
from the S & Grady lease on Uraanimn Claim
Now 503535 ears of Torty tons each, with an ap
proximate value of S1T100.0060, | the
word approximate, as smeler Geures are nol
available, as to the values of the Tast 30 car
loads shipped Trom the SHE& Crady Tease,

s

Qualiticd experts who have aade eritieal
examination of the Kellv Mine vndergromd
working now down 10 deptle or Sat o
feet, are unanimonsly of e opiion thiat wlien
the gronnd owned by the el Mine com
pans . or as s oflicially knowo, The Califon
niae Ramd Silver Mining Compans, i~ mtelli
gently ad folly developed, the property will
prove to he of greater value and caient than
the ane thme famons Comstock e Nevabi, amd
o surprise will he oceasioned r within the
now known silver zone, mines of oreater ox
tent s vadoes will be opered np, s there -
ar this time noabsolntely cortam aethod of
computing the undeveloped vabies wathin the
Linuts o whar geolagist< have chrstened e
o Silver Zone.

Activities of Other Companies.

At this writing, the Rand<lnrg Silver Min-
ing Company, John W, Kelly, president, Harry
Alderson, viee-president, o 1. Blanck, treas-
urer, John C. Wray, sceretary, is develaping a
claim known as The Covote, a full 20 acres
which parallels the Uranium No. 3 on the west
line. Development work on this claim consists
of a shait 660 feet deep, crosseuts on three
levels with ore blocked out ready for shipment
of an approximate value of above $300,000).
The plant is generally conceded to be the most
completely equipped for intensive mining of
any plant on the desert.

South and east adjoining the Coyote claim,
a group of claims held under option by R. R.
Bray, is being developed for a syndicate of
Los Angeles and San Francisco capitalists.
The shaft in this is down to the 600-foot level
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and drifts are being run to reach the ore bodi s
located by a diamond drill operated by the
International Diamond Drill Company

The International Dizunoud Drill Company,
presumably financed by the Flynn Dros., act-
ing for a New York <yvndicate, have taken over
by option, bond and lease and purchase out-
right. three or more groups of claims which
practically control all of the territory con-
tiguous to the Kelly Mine gronp of clainis on
the east, north and  northwest. Intensive
prospecting, diamond drills bemg used, is in
progress by the Flyim Bros. on all of the
properties owned amd controlled by them.

Frome this brielf resmmne of the conditions as
they prevail today in the so-called Rand Silver
Zome, g wen and Lovimen can form g rea-
sonahlyv correct adea of what the Tuture mav
Bold for the <o called worthless desert waistes
of the Mojave,

Interesting Facts.

Incomelusion, it will ke sood copyand
meresting reawcding, U (hink, 1. point out the
Fonr oot tnding featires velative to the dis-
covery of silver i conuercial uaatity in dhe

fesert wection of Kern aned S Dernandino
Coomitres

Fiv-t, e discoverers il ociior= of the
ety Nic, now that e property b hecome

pherancnadly valuable, <l wetain o win e
el proft hearing interest in the property,

Seconds probably no other miine - the his-
tory of metal mining, is <o ady antageonsly lo-
cited Tor development and operation at o mini-
mme ol overhead expense,  Sinmated within a
<hort hve cighiths of a0 mile of 1ailroad ~witeh
e vacilities with aomain wader line raver-ing
the paoperts . and with the main transform.
stition cperated by the Southern Sierras
Power Compiany less than a mile distant, the
Nelly Company has at conunand, light, heat
ancd power sl omiaimunm co-

Third. o gremter nimber o men of moderate
neins, have been enriched through the owner-
ship of stock sold first hand by Messrs., Nelly,
Willizuns, Nosser and Miss Coons, the original
locators, and in several instances, donated oui-
right by John W, Kelly and Miss Edith Coons,
than is of record in any other mine of my
knowledge.  Capitalized at 1,280,000 shares at
a par value of one dollar, with dividends of
two percent @ month and three additional divi-
dends of ten percent each since January 1,
1921, is a record seldom equalled.

JOHN 0. WRAY.
JOHN €. WRAY, writer of the deseription of the Rands-
Silver Zone, is an old time newspaper man, He
worked for the “*Times’’ for g number of years and for
the ““Kvening Express’” prior to 1894, With Walter S.
Melick he took over the Pasadena “*Daily News'' in 1895,

(Continued on Page TSR,



